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Each year, for 50 days, the Church celebrates the glory of the Easter Event, Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of 
God, who became Man to suffer and die to save us from our sins but then to burst forth from the Tomb to show 
us the Eternal Life meant for all of us in Him.  This year, this Season lasts from April 21st until Pentecost 
Sunday, June 9th.

How wonderful that we gathered almost in the middle of that Season to celebrate our 8th Grade Graduation 
Mass on May 13th the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. We recalled those miraculous events of Our Blessed 
Mother appearing to Lucia de Santos and Francisco and Jacinta Marto in 1917 urging the children and all in 
the world to pray the Rosary and to “make sacrifices” for others and to grow in devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  At that Mass, we heard from Chapter 10 of the Gospel of Saint John and the reference to Jesus 
as the Good Shepherd, that all of us are called to hear His voice as He “calls His own sheep by name and leads 
them out.”

And so, we now bid farewell to our Graduating Class of 2019.  We 
pray for them as they now “go out” into the next stage of their lives.  
We hope that they will keep Mary, the Mother of God and the Moth-
er of the Church close in their hearts, that they will continue to pray 
the Rosary that they prayed so often in our School.  And we particu-
larly pray that, in our world where there are so many “voices”, many 
of which will be harmful, they will listen to the voice of the Good 
Shepherd who will always guide them in the power of His love and 
His peace.

May God bless our Graduates and may He continue 
to bless all of us, our Parents and Students, our Teach-
ers and Staff and all in our School Family of Saint 
Leo the Great.

Father Hahn
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The Importance of Teachers 
Remaining Learners 
By Mrs. Chris McLean

“Another professional development day! What an in-
convenience! What a bore! More irrelevance!” These 
are words no principals want to hear, especially this 
principal. Much thought is given to the timing, topics 
and presenters I engage, to continue to strengthen our 
educators’ practices.  Each year I must offer a mini-
mum of fifteen hours of staff development to ensure 
that each of our teachers maintain their professional 
certifications, but more importantly every in-service 
should help every teacher learn to help every student 
learn at his/her highest level.   

This summer and throughout the upcoming school year 
our school staff will focus on two different topics: re-
thinking leadership and using best inclusive practices.  
A variety of experts from around the state have been 
secured for these workshops. The renowned Franklin 
Covey Institute is providing us with a presenter, well 
versed in student empowerment/leadership. Saint Leo’s 
fosters an environment where our classrooms are filled 
with students who are responsible, who show initia-
tive, who are creative, who know how to set goals 
and meet them, who get along with people of various 
backgrounds and cultures, and who resolve conflicts 
and solve problems. Inclusive practice is an approach 
to teaching that recognizes the diversity of students, 
enabling all students to access course content, fully 
participate in learning activities and demonstrate their 
knowledge and strengths at assessment.  Shouldn’t ev-
ery child be able to benefit from a Catholic education? 

Let your child(ren) know that they are not the only 
one(s) receiving a summer reading assignment. Their 
teachers have homework as well! 

EITC, Golf Outing & SEED
By Alan Schwartz

How do we do it? How do we keep growing (in student 
population & in services provided) while welcoming 
ALL families including those in financial need? We do 
it with the programs mentioned in this box’s title. This 
is not to mention the most important element—the An-
nual Appeal, which we will save for another day!  Right 
now if you are connected to ANY business owner or de-
cision maker—I must speak with them about diverting 
their PA-owed taxes to Saint Leo’s through PA’s EITC 
program (Educational Improvement Tax Credit). Last 
year we were over $200,000 short of EITC being able to 
solely fund financial needs (praise God for the Annual 
Appeal and generous Sunday giving to make up the dif-
ference). I also would love to talk with them about their 
business sponsoring our school’s June 7th golf outing 
which funds our Cupertino room—the program that al-
lows children with special learning differences to wear 
our uniforms. Lastly—we are in great need of anyone’s 
(parent, grandparent)  personal stewardship to include 
our SEED program next year. Mail will go out in the 
next month about SEED, which helps us go on field 
trips, have special programs (school musical, robotics, 
etc) and many other things that make our educational 
experience at Saint Leo’s so uniquely wonderful. 

For info on ANY of these (& yes-we do accept credit 
cards) please contact our Director of Development, 
Alan Schwartz at 717-615-1998 / development@stleos.
org.

Saint Leo’s gratefully acknowledges those companies 
that are participating in the program and designating 
Saint Leo’s as a recipient of this tuition assistance.

Donors Include:
BellaBoo
Anonymous
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Charles F. Snyder Funeral Home
CM3 Building Solutions
Cornerstone Design
Custom Tool & Die Inc.
Donegal Mutual Insurance
Drevna Physical Therapy Associates
Dry Bulk & Liquid Tank Services
Elite Baseball
Foot & Ankle Associates Of Lancaster
Fulton Bank
Ganse Apothecary
Heritage Insurance
Hot Z Pizza
Kegel’s Produce
Lancaster Brewing Company
Lift Inc.
DAS Companies, Inc.
One2One Computer
Dr. Palmieri, DDS
Penn Coat Inc.
Quality Digital Copy Products
Red Barn Consulting
Robert Ranck Inc
Steinmetz Coins & Currency Inc.
Tomlinson Bomberger Landscaping
Turbo Execs, LLC
Royer’s Flowers
Warfel Construction
Wire Mesh, Inc.
Zwally Subway

Our 
sacuistan 
Ginny Pryor 
goes to 
great lengths 
to keep our 
church beautiful!

Keep Christ In Summer
By Sister Dorothy Wilkinson

You don’t have to be a Knight of Columbus to have 
probably noticed their “Keeping Christ in Christmas”
campaign that has been going on for several years. This 
campaign is a most necessary endeavor on the Knights’ 
part because so many in power positions or retail, try 
their hardest to secularize the entire season which only 
exists because of “WHO” they are trying to remove. I’d 
like to introduce a new campaign: “KEEP CHRIST IN 
SUMMER”. Summer tends to be a free-spirited time. 
School and Religious Education Programs are over for 
the children, vacations away from home are had and 
in general, our guards are let down for some  fun in 
the sun. However, nothing is separate from our spiritual 
life, so if we aren’t careful we can let those feelings of 
freedom seep in and effect our relationship with God. 
We need a proper amount of leisure, but it has to be for 
the right reasons and done properly. Don’t let leisure 
become your God this summer. Our primary purpose 
on earth is to know, love and serve God. Be creative in 
your leisure and prayer.  Take a trip to a lake or park but 
also can goggle if there might be a nearby shrine, you 
could visit. If you are going to Pittsburgh visit Saint 
Anthony’s Chapel, home to over 1000’s of relics. 

Summer holds a special place in all our hearts. I think, 
it is because so much of God’s beautiful creation is on 
display for all of us to enjoy. However, remember ev-
erything fails to satisfy if we don’t foster our relation-
ship with Christ. So KEEP CHRIST IN SUMMER and 
have a safe and blessed one! 
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May God, who has begun the good work 
in you, bring it to fulfillment. 
By Frank Kuchinski

The schedule for Phase 2 Construction has been delayed 
for approximately one year. The delay is the result of 
financial considerations at the Diocesan and Parish lev-
els, as well as some permitting issues. Staff and volun-
teers at Saint Leo the Great, the entire design team, and 
hundreds of Capital Campaign donors remain commit-
ted to making the Phase 2 plan a reality over the coming 
years. More importantly, with well over 4 million of the 
targeted 5 million Hail Mary’s prayed by hundreds of 
people over the past two years, we can be assured of 
God’s guidance and continued blessing upon all those 
that will be affected by this project.

What are the financial considerations? First, about one 
year ago when seeking approval from Bishop Gainer 
to proceed with the project, it was determined that the 
Diocese was no longer in a position to loan millions 
of dollars to parishes for construction projects. Thus, 
each Church or school would need to have all funds 
“in the bank” before proceeding with a contract for 
construction. Previously, only 50% was required. With 
about $2.5 million pledged, and the likelihood of re-
ceiving about $2 million of those funds in time for a 
2019 construction start date, the Building Committee 
was faced with a decision of how to move forward. Two 
million dollars was not sufficient to execute any major 
portion(s) of the Phase 2 work. 

Fortunately, a generous donor came forward about that 
time and committed to providing a multimillion dollar 
gift to cover the needed funds. Fr. Hahn directed the 
Building Committee and design team of Cornerstone 
Design Architects and Red Barn Consulting to solicit 
and review bids from multiple contractors for the proj-
ect. Warfel Construction was selected and the Diocese 
granted permission to complete all Construction docu-
ments for a start date on or about February 1, 2019, 
pending funding. However, Saint Leo’s was not able to 
attain the full $7 million in the bank in order to start by 

April 1st.

What are the permitting issues? It turns out that money 
was not the only cause for the delay. To maximize the 
value for our construction dollars within the confines of 
some very tight property easements, the building foot-
print was revised. This required new approvals from 
easement owners, utility providers, and the Township. 
Some of these are in hand, while others are still in pro-
cess. 

Full-Scale construction is now expected to commence 
on or around February 1, 2020, as opposed to 2019. 
The Marietta Ave/entrance improvements with Traffic 
Signal, and some utility relocations will likely be com-
pleted during the Summer of 2019. The delay has been 
a “blessing in disguise” in that we have been able to re-
evaluate how well the design meets the long-term needs 
of our parish and school communities. 
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The additional time and the funds from the large do-
nor allowed us to incorporate a larger media center that 
will support our STEAM and robotics programs. We 
have also added more fine and performing arts features, 
over 6000 SF of much needed storage space, a dedi-
cated 2700 SF Youth Commons, and a 3200 SF café for 
parish group meetings, bible studies, and other assorted 
events. 

So, please continue to pray for the success of our cam-
paign. Submit your Hail Mary totals to hailmary@
stleos.org

Also, we need your continued financial support to make 
this project a reality. To make a one-time or recurring 
contribution, go to: https://stleos.weshareonline.org/ 
and click on “Capital Campaign Phase 2”.

For further information on this project, or to make a 
pledge, contact Parish Manager, Frank Kuchinski, 
Ph.D., at 717 394 1742 x141 or parishmgr@stleos.org.

Saint Leo’s Baseball Has a New Name!
By Jenn Laudeman

Saint Leo’s Baseball is now Crusaders’ Baseball! Ac-
cording to Peter Hughes, baseball coordinator, the rea-
son for the new name is to attract more players. “ There 
has been a decline in baseball numbers over the past 5 
years since the growing popularity of spring sports such 
as soccer and lacrosse.  The Saint Leo Athletic Alliance 
decided that changing the baseball program to the Cru-
saders would help open our program to other parochial 
schools in the County.   Other sports such as soccer 
and girls softball have already taken on the Crusader 
name.”

Peter Hughes also states that “The mission of Crusader 
Baseball is to build and foster a culture of faith, team-
work, and competitive fun.” The teams pray together in 
their huddle before and after each game. 

Crusaders baseball currently has 75 kids in the program. 
The teams include one Pony, two 8U, two 10U, and one 
12U team. The teams have been blessed with great vol-
unteer coaches at every level this year.  There are 24 
volunteers coaching in the Crusader program and many 
other parents that volunteer to help the coaches umpire 
the games or keep track of the game book. 

One of the many highlights of this baseball season was 
when the Crusaders’ 8U teams faced each other. Their 
first and second grade teachers and aides came to cheer 
them on and surprised the players by throwing out some 
opening pitches. You can often find Saint Leo’s teach-
ers cheering on their students at their games, along with 
the students’ biggest cheerleader, their principal, Mrs. 
McLean. 
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Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Something...
by Sarah Bomberger

Hi! My name is Sarah 
Bomberger, and I am just 
finishing my first year here 
at Saint Leo the Great. I 
graduated from Mount St. 
Mary’s University in 2018 
with a B.S. in Elementary 
Education. I grew up in 
Lancaster, and I attend-
ed Sacred Heart School and Lancaster Catholic High 
School. I enjoy running, eating pizza, and spending time 
with my friends and family.

I have loved my first year here at Saint Leo’s. My fourth 
graders are near and dear to my heart, and I have been 
so blessed with such a wonderful group of students for 
my first year. I enjoyed teaching Language Arts for both 
fourth grade classes, and Religion for my homeroom 
this year.

My favorite part of the school day is when we enter the 
classroom for a new day of learning, love of God, and 
love of neighbor. I enjoy the smiles and “good morn-
ings” I am greeted with every morning. Every day is a 
fresh start, and seeing their cheerful faces each morning 
is the best way to start the day.

I am very proud of the growth I have seen in my students 
this year, and I am so excited to watch them continue to 
grow throughout the rest of their journey through Saint 
Leo’s and beyond. 

I am thankful to have joined the Saint Leo’s family just 
one short year ago, and I look forward to returning to 
fourth grade again for the 2019-2020 school year! 

Thoughts On My 
First Year
by Danielle Atkinson

My name is Danielle 
Atkinson and I am fin-
ishing my first year of 
teaching at Saint Leo the 
Great.  Before I became 
a teacher here, I was a 
student at Saint Leo’s 
and it is a great feeling 
to be back!  After Saint 

Leo’s, I attended Lancaster Catholic High School and I 
graduated from Juniata College in 2018 with a B.A. in 
English Secondary Education.  I also played basketball 
for Juniata, and I am hoping to become a coach in the 
future.  
 This year, I have enjoyed getting to know my 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students while teach-
ing Language Arts.  Their unique personalities bring 
something new to the classroom each day, making no 
lesson or class the same.   I enjoy helping students to 
think critically and convey their thoughts in writing.  
Our school is filled with creative and hard-working 
students who arrive each day excited to grow academi-
cally and spiritually.
 I feel joyful about the work I do for my students 
when they leave my class each day, and thank me for 
helping and teaching them.  These kind words from my 
students inspire me to continue working to become the 
best teacher I possibly can be.
 I am so grateful for the opportunity to be back 
at Saint Leo’s!  It is great to see how much Saint Leo’s 
has grown since I graduated in 2010.  I look forward 
to returning next year and working with sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade again.
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Saint Leo’s Robotics Program
by Lara Koppmann

Another amazing season has drawn to a close for 
the Saint Leo Robotics teams! Congratulations to 
our first ever FTC (First Tech Challenge) team for 
7th and 8th graders, our 2 FLL (First Lego League) 
teams for 4th, 5th and 6th graders, and our 2 FLL Jr 
teams for 2nd and 3rd grade. We did amazing things 
this year with our space theme of ‘Into Orbit’ giv-
ing us scientific and real-world challenges for us to 
research. We worked on programming, building ro-
bots, researching modern day space issues, and at-
tended hands-on field trips to Millersville University 
and the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. All of this was 
possible thanks to generous S.E.E.D. donors and 
sponsorships. While the school year (and all of our 
scrimmages!) might be over, we are already excited 
about the upcoming 2019-2020 season which will be 
powered by Star Wars: Force for Change, setting out 
to inspire citizens of the galaxy to work together cre-
ating new ideas and fostering growth. 

Registrations for the fall 2019-2020 school year are 
already underway. If you have any questions about 
this amazing program or would be available to coach 
or mentor, please contact program coordinator John 
Bridgen at jbridgen@neffautomation.com or (717) 
919-3206.
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Upcoming Events    
AUGUST
21 First Day of School - Grades 1-8
 Kindergarten Orientation 7pm
22 Kindergarten Classroom Visits
23 Opening School Mass 8:45am
26 First Day of School - Kindergarten & PreK4
27 First Day of School - PreK3
 Back to School Night - Grades 1-5 7-8:30 pm Gym
28 Back to School Night - Grades 6-8 7-8:30 pm Gym
30 Noon Dismissal

SEPTEMBER
7 NO SCHOOL - Labor Day
18 NO SCHOOL - Educational Conference
22 Parish Picnic  


