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“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great
in heaven.” ~Matthew 5:12
by Father Hahn

Each year, on November 1st, we celebrate the glorious Solemnity of All Saints. Each year, as we gather as a School and
Parish Family, we hear from one of the most famous passages from all of Sacred Scripture, the beginning of the Sermon
on the Mount, found in Chapters 5, 6 and 7 of the Gospel of Saint Matthew. And all of us know how our Lord begins this
most important exhortation of how we are to live, how we are to grow each day to follow Him more closely in our love
of God and of one another; with the Beatitudes.
We are nearing the end of our Liturgical Year which we will mark with our last Sunday in Ordinary Time on
November 25th, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. We all feel the chill of Autumn as it
reminds us of the approaching winter and the inexorable passing of time that is part of our lives here on earth. And so,
how fitting it is that we hear that call of Jesus in the Beatitudes to live, not in the ways that our world so often espouses,
with unbridled ambition and selfish pursuits, but to be “poor” and “meek” and “merciful”.
In this edition of our newsletter there is a wonderful summary of “Grandfriend’s Day”
which we held in our School on October 5th. It is one of my favorite days of the years. I just
love seeing our Grandparents and those who are filling in for that role with our children. This
year, I just marveled at the smiles and the hugs and the laughter that all shared. I couldn’t help
but think how our Grandparents model for us how to live out the Beatitudes, how they spent
their lives “for others”, for their children, and now for their children’s children.
They are truly “blessed” and a “blessing” for their families and we thank them for their
fidelity and their example of faith.
Each day, I pray for our children, their
families and in a special way for all
our teachers and staff that serve the
Church by serving our young people. May all of us grow in
those beatitudes, to follow Christ more closely, so we will rejoice, one day, enjoying that greatest reward of our labors here
on earth, eternal happiness in heaven.
God bless you.
Father Hahn
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Seeing Double: The Advantaged of Two

tunity to teach what they love, they’re likely to be more invested.

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School for the first time since
it’s opening in September of 1965, offers two classes per
grade level. There are major advantages of this configuration as a result of our growth:
• Friendships between and among students get a break
• Opportunity to match a student with a teacher
• Healthy competition between teachers
• Opportunity for departmentalization

May God continue to bless the unique opportunity and a
grave responsibility we have to impart a truly Christian education to our students, no matter what homeroom there are
assigned!

by Christine McLean

Sometimes normal interdependency that happens in wholesome friendships lead to unhealthy dependency. Other times
children don’t get along because their personalities and or
interests are so different. It is amazing what can happen
when you can give these students’ interactions a break for
a year!
Our teachers are as different as your children. From flexible to structured, from driven to humble from tech-savvy to
glue gun- savvy! We have more opportunities to match your
children with our teachers.

School Mosaic

by Jennifer Laudeman
Have you seen the beautiful mosaic located in the school’s
lobby? It is certainly worth a visit. Mrs. McLean was inspired by the mosaics she saw at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC.
When SLTG school was being renovated in 2015, there was
an area approximately 8’ x6’ in the lobby and Mrs. McLean
asked Mrs. Hemlick, the art teacher, to design a mosaic for
that space. Mrs. Hemlick developed a design based on the
Seven Sacraments. She thought this would be an ideal image,
serving the parish community both as a teaching tool and as
a captivating visual image. The mosaic is a triptych, consisting of three vertical panels. The center panel contains the

Don’t get us wrong, we are for collaboration and teamwork,
but not if that means banning healthy competition. Competition motivates teachers to achieve more, to push past their
limits. Competition also inspires innovation and improves
quality of instruction to our students.
Departmentalization, albeit and appropriately limited to science and social studies in first grade can now be offered to
even our younger students. As our students grow so does our
platooning trend. Allowing teachers to focus on and master
one or two subjects provides for a greater level of expertise
and deeper understanding. Because of this, teachers have a
greater ability to differentiate their instruction to meet the
needs of all learners. Also, when teachers have the opporSacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist. The waters of Baptism flow to the left and right
panels. The left panel focuses on the Sacraments of Healing.
Reconciliation is represented by the cross, and Healing of
the Sick is depicted with a cruet containing the Oil of the
Sick. The Sacraments of Service are shown on the far right
panel. Here, a priest’s stole represents Holy Orders and wedding rings remind us of the Sacrament of Matrimony.
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The construction of the mosaic took one year. STLG families and parishioners were invited during the summer of
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2017 to help with the construction of the mosaic. All of the
work was done in the art room. There were many jobs to do.
Very young children were able to sort tile, older children and
parents nipped glass and helped to dry lay and glue the thousands of tiles in place. The mosaic is composed of thousands
of crystal glass and vitreous tiles. All are glued to the Wediboard substrate with Weldbond. It was wonderful to have
parishioners of all ages, and stages in life to come together to
create this original work of art. Throughout the school year,
as students came to art class, they were able to see the final
image take its final form. The mosaic was finished in August
2018 and was hung in the foyer a few days before the start
of the school year. This beautiful mosaic of the Seven Sacraments will serve as an important reminder of all the stages
and important moments of our Catholic lives.

Centered on Jesus Christ Who Is
Everything For Us
by Sister Dorothy

In light of the revelations over the past two months, I have
been asked by so many, many parishioners,
what are my feelings towards the crisis in the Church. While
I am not disregarding or taking lightly the gravity of the
present situation, I call myself each day to prayer and penance for those who have been so seriously abused, for those
who caused it to happen and for those who have allowed it
to happen. However, despite the darkness of the situation, I
believe we are all called to renew our commitment to create
a parish community strong in faith, centered on Christ, filled
with the care and compassion of the Lord for all. And so I
pray daily and ask you to pray with me……………
My parish family of Saint Leo the Great is composed of
people like me.
I can help make it what it is.
It will be holy, if I am holy.
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.
It will do great work, if I work.
It will make generous gifts to many causes,
If I am a generous giver.
It will bring others to worship,
If I invite and bring them.
It will be a parish family of loyalty and love, of fearlessness
and faith, of compassion, charity and mercy, If I who make
it what it is, am filled with these same things.
With the help of God, I dedicate myself to the task of being
all the things I want my parish family of Saint Leo the Great
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Church to be and the Catholic Church everywhere.
Amen.

Young Adults and Teens Mentoring our
Young Church
by Beth Christensen

“You can be cool and Catholic!” was exclaimed after a Youth
Ministry event when a young person witnessed the Catholic
authenticity of an adult chaperone.
Youth Ministry is not trying to “be cool” yet the gospel, when
lived out well, has this effect. Christ becomes tangible, real,
authentic, and our children gravitate to this type of mentorship in their lives whether they admit it or not.
Waves of Mercy is a wonderful opportunity to continue to
pour into these types of mentorships. Over 90 teens and pre
teens stepped up to assist at Vacation Bible School this past
summer. Not only did these young people show up each day
and mentor elementary aged children, but many helped create the decorations, attend various training meetings, lead
prayer, and prayed for their crew kids. They journeyed to
GAIN and St. Anne’s Retirement Community to be a witness of Christ’s steadfast love.
Next summer, we are looking for teens interested in leading.
A team of young adults and junior and senior high schoolers
will be formed to lead the week of intensive Christ-centered
service for the 2019 summer. They will pray, fast, grow in
their faith, learn skits, and lead small groups. Please contact
Mrs. Christensen if interested in serving our parish family
in this way.
During these teenage years when many are lost and confused
while tackling some of life’s greatest challenges, Youth Ministry continues to witness hope and courage from our young
Church.
A monthly update for Youth Ministry events (including
grades 3-12) is emailed home to parents and teens.
Please contact Mrs. Beth Christensen to be added to the
email list. (youth_ministry@stleos.org)
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CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS
ASSOCIATION
by Jean Polansky

The Catholic Grandparents Association is the only worldwide Catholic organization dedicated to spiritually assist all
Grandparents. It was founded to help Grandparents fulfill
their vocation to pass on the faith and keep prayer at the
heart of family life. This vocation is one from which we
can never retire because God has entrusted us with this opportunity to bless our grandchildren.
The CGA was begun by Catherine Wiley, a Grandmother
in Ireland. Catherine wanted to give our Blessed Mother a
special gift on Blessed Mother’s birthday. Thus came the inspiration to honor Blessed Mother’s parents, Saints Joachim
and Anne, as well as the Grandparents of Jesus. When a special program on EWTN featured the CGA it was too good
to pass up and Father Hahn immediately approved. As of
March 2017 Saint Leo’s Church has become the first CGA
chapter in the Diocese of Harrisburg. All Grandparents are
welcome to join us once a month on the following dates:
October 27 (Saturday) 9:00 - 10:30 am (Rooms
3 & 4)
November 27 (Tuesday) 7:00 - 8:30 pm
(Room
2)
December 15 (Saturday) 9:00 - 10:30 am (Rooms
3 & 4)
The spiritual support that Grandmothers and Grandfathers
can offer to each of their grandchildren is needed more than
ever because our Christian values are constantly being challenged at every age. Grandparents are encouraged to be actively providing an example, at every opportunity, to show
how much they value their Catholic faith by word and action.
What we as Grandparents do now in offering our prayers and
support to our Grandchildren will impact their futures for all
of eternity. What action steps are you willing to take to lead
them toward Jesus? Our prayers united together will surely
make all the difference and we welcome you to join us.
Reminder: We want to offer once again to have any Parent
(who does not have a Grandparent for their child), as well
as any Grandparent who is not able to come to any of our
meetings, to utilize the Grandchild Prayer Petiton book in
the church lobby.
Note: New advantage - In the past we requested that you
only write the FIRST NAME & AGE of your child or Grandchild. NOW to make your intention more personal, you may
want to include a specific reason for your prayer request. If
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you have already writtten in the book, you can just add a
note to that name.
You can be assured that our CGA members take to heart
each and every name submitted. The Prayer Petition book is
taken into every meeting, as well as our members praying on
their own for these grandchildren.
Thank you and God bless you.
For further info call Jean (717-898-0389)

2019-2020 School Year Registration
Important Dates
Open House, Sunday, January 27, 2019
Noon - 2pm: Join us for pancakes, sandwiches
and classroom visits
Meet Faculty, Staff and Administration

Kindergarten and Grades 1-8 New Student
Registration begins for the 2019-2020 School
Year
Open House, Tuesday, January 29, 2019
10am - 2pm: Join us for lunch and tours
6:15 - 8pm: Join us for dinner and tours
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19th Annual Grandfriends Day
The 19th annual 2018 Grandfriends Day on Friday October, 5th was another great success! Over 400 Grandfriends
from far and near such as Alaska, California, Idaho and
here in local Lancaster County visited Saint Leo the Great
Catholic School.
Grandfriends memorialized this special day with our students as they were able to boast about their school. Grandparents and special friends spent the morning with an introduction by our Principal Christine McLean, having
breakfast with students, visiting classrooms and seeing the
outstanding work their grandchildren do. This wonderful
day was concluded with photos and a beautiful mass by
Father Hahn.
Below are some special pictures from our special Grandfriends Day attendees. Please note our 20th annual Grandfriends Day will be held on Friday, October 4th, 2019.

Save The Date:
October 4th, 2019!
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Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Bologa
by Kim Kerr

Meet Mrs. Helen Bologa,
Middle School Social Studies,
Saint Leo the Great school welcomes our new staff member Helen
Bologa. Mrs. Bologa teaches sixth,
seventh and eight grade social studies. She is a graduate of Lancaster
Catholic High School, and earned
her Bachelors and Masters degrees
both within 4 years.
Her family has lived in Nashville for 15 years due to her
husbands job relocation. She attended Nazarene University
and earned her teaching certification. Throughout her 7 years
of teaching eighth grade in public school, she has met quite
a few famous people! Taylor Swift’s band played at her twin
sons graduation, as her brother Austin graduated with them.
It was not uncommon to play sports against famous country
stars children! Helen has coached Joe Nichols daughter in
soccer and lived down the street from Johnny Cash and one
of the Oakridge boys. A cross country runner in college and
children’s coach through the years, Helen continues to enjoy sports such as tennis and biking.Her family consists of
her husband, twin boys and 2 daughters.
This past summer they traveled to Italy and hiked Cinque
Terre and toured Rome. Helen enjoys being on the beach
and has also loves History. Being back in Lancaster she is
grateful for the change of four distinct seasons, and a being
a part of a large Catholic community at Saint Leo the Great
School.

Saint Leo PTO Update
by Michelle Zachery

The Parent Teacher Organization oversees 10 activities and
events at the school including the Classroom Coordinators,
Grandfriends’ Day, Boxtops for Education, the Uniform Exchange and Spirit Wear. One of the most exciting events is
Let’s D.A.N.C.E. FUNraiser, a community social event held
on April 27th; be sure to save the date! Last year’s event
raised money for Teachers and Technology giving teachers a
bonus and the school the ability to purchase Chrome Books
for the classrooms. Additionally, with the help of numerous
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volunteers, the PTO works together to host classroom events
and teacher luncheons. All parents are members of the PTO
and welcome to attend the remaining 2 meetings on January
8, and March 5 at 7PM in room 2 of the church. If you are
interested in getting involved in the school activities, please
reach out to Michelle Zachery at Mslavin17@gmail.com.

Saint Leo Robotics Program
by Lara Koppmann

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School is a proud participant in
the FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL Jr & FLL) and FIRST®
Tech Challange (FTC) programs. These programs are designed to expose students to solving real world problems applying science, technology, engineering and math with the
fun of LEGO building along with programming robots. Each
year FIRST® LEGO® League introduces a scientific and real-world challange for teams to focus and research on. The
theme this school year for FLL and FLL Jr is ‘Into Orbit’,
transporting teams into space. This is the first year for FTC
at Saint Leo’s, and the season is taking students on an out-ofthis-world
s p a c e
themedgame exploring
uncharted
planets
in ‘Rover
Ruckus’.
So far FLL
and
FTC
have had
an
informal scrimmage at Lancaster Country Day, and a very fun
field trip to trip to Steven F.
Udvar-Hazy Center in Virginia. FTC has also visited
Millersville University and
Thaddeus Stevens College
of Tech to learn about future careers in engineering
and robotics. Please join us
for an FLL Jr. Open House
on 12/13 from 5:45-6:45pm
in the Gym.
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Upcoming Events
DECEMBER
1
First Reconcilation
6
Feast of Saint Nicholas
10
Christmas Concert
10-14 Scholastic Book Fair
11
Christmas Breakfast for Students
Parish Penance Service
15
First Reconcilation (Snow Date)
19
Bring A Friend To Lunch
21
Noon Dismissal
24
NO SCHOOL
25
Merry Christmas!
26-31 NO SCHOOL

JANUARY CON’T
26
First Reconcilation (Snow Date)
27
Catholic Schools Week Begins
28
Random Acts of Kindness Contest
FEBRUARY
1
Mass @ 8:45AM
2
Talent Show @ 7pm
8
Kindergarten Donuts with Daddy
27
Bring A Friend To Lunch

JANUARY
1
NO SCHOOL
4
Picture Retake
18
Kindergarten Beach Party
March for Life
19
First Eucharist Retreat
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